The Qualifications of Evidences, and the pernicious | 
8 Hell of bearing falſe Witneſs, briefly config dered. 
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"Thou N. not bear falſe 1 I, in again * 
"YE + Weig! e * 


30 may juſtly be eſteemed as peculiar a Happineſs, as it 
is a diſtinguiſhing Privilege of the People of this Land; 
not only to live under the Guidance and Ditefion of 
2 Syſtem of Laws, wiſely calculated to ſecure the Pro- 


perty, and promote the Peace of Mankind; but lixewiſe to 
be entitled to their gracious Influence, and reap, the many 
Bleſſings thereof, from the publick, regular, and impartial 


Execution, of them. 


1 * * J 4 
Sy - % 


Fon tho Taws in themſelves, be VT ever i u and 
valuable, become but of ſmall Service, when the amiable 
Efficacy of them is ſuſpended, and tend to enhance, rather 
than redreſs the Grievances of the ' Opprefled, when they are 


made to ſpeak froward Thingr: Let when entruſted in the 


Hands of thoſe, whoſe Breaſts arc warmed with the generous - 
and becoming Sentiments of Judgment, Juſtice, and Equi- 
| ty; 
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ty; when aſſigned over as a Truſt into their Cuſtody, wha 
put ow-Righteouſtieſs for  Cloathifig, "whoſt Fuagment is as 4 Robe 
and a Diadem whoſe” natural Diſpoſition leads them to hear 
the Cauſes; between theit Brethren, ind judge righteouſly 
between every Man and his Brother, and the Dr anger that 
is with. Him; -who will not teſpect Perſons in judgment, 
but [will hear the malt as well as the great, and will not 
be afraid of the Face of Man; then do they diſcover their 
native Worth and Excellence, and become as a Wall unto us 


on our Yight Had, rand, of our 4E. 18 5 * i 


AnD, have not we ſufficient Reaſon to boaſt on this Be- 
half? 1has Nation is there 1 Heat, that hath Judgmenti, and 


Statutes ſo righteous? that make ſo great a Proviſion againſt 
any unjuſt Encroachments of the Mighty, and ſo ſecures the 
ptivate Property of the Poor, that "they can 5 t every Aan 


under his Yine, and under 155 Fig Tree and notic ſhall make 


them afraid? that takes uch regular Methods In order. to 


prevent Offences, ox Hg Offenders with ſo much Le- 
nity and 


Merey? and to render theſe Bleſſings yet more 
perfect and complete, ſee Juſtice frequently makes a ſolemn 
Proceſſion throughout the Land, inviting all thoſe that la- 
bour, and are heavy laden to come unto her, that ſhe may 


xclieve their Wants, and redreſs their Miſeries; Juſtice that 


regardeth not the Perſons, of Men, being * ready 0 de- 
liver the Poor from him that is too ſtrong for him, yea the Poor 


— * that is in Miſery, from him that ſpoileth him, to break 


ib Jau of the, Wicked nd, the Spoil * 28 Teeth. 
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Bor ill, tho": theſe Privileges ate in themſelves ſo great 
and valuable, and theſe Bleſſings what every Man hath a 
Title to; yet is the gracious Influence ſomerimes ſuſpended, 


and the refreſhing Dew falls upon the Fleece only, while 
it is dry upon all the Earth beſide ; not from any Deficiency 


in the Laws, which are holy, juſt, and good; not from any 
male Adminiſtration: in thoſe, 1 humbly preſume, who arc 
appointed to be the Honourable Judges of this World, the 
uncorrupt "Miniſters, and upright Diſpenſers of Juſtice; this 
Misfortune ſprings from 'a different Original, and the per- 
verting of Judgment and Juſtice in a Province, too frequent- 
ly ariſes, from Mens encompaſſing one another with Words 
of Hatred: from falſe Witneſſes riſing up, and laying to 
their Neighbours Charge, Things that they know not. In 
"Vain ſhall their Doctrine drop as the Rain,” and their Speech 


Affil as the Dew, as the ſmall Rain apon the tender Herb, and 
4 the Showers upon the Graſs, ſkould inveterate Prejudice, or 


headfirong Paſſion, private Intcreſt; or partial Affection pre- 
poſſeſs the Breaſts of thoſe, who appear at theſe folemn 
Meetings, to give in Evidence for, or againſt their Brethren; 


fhould they who are under the ſtricteſt Ties, o ſpeak every 
Man the Truth from his Heart, either out of Love conceal 


the matter, out of Fear diſſemble with their Lips, or out 
of Malice utter Words of Falſhood ; ſuch an unchriſtian, 
yea inhumane Procedure, (being an Tniquity to be puniſhed ly 
the Fuages) muſt ſuppreſs thoſe pleaog and refreſhing Streams 
of Mercy and judgment, which otherwiſe might diſperſe 


their grateful Influence over the Face of the whole" Earth; 


and cauſe us, when we lool for Judgment to behold oppreſſion, 
for Righteouſneſs, to behold a Cry. 


THE: 


our Neighbour, either injuring his good Name by private 
| Whiſperiog-and: Detraction, ot aſperſing his Reputation by 
publick Contumely and Reproach; ſeem, principally deſign'd 
to caution Mankind, againſt riſing up as falſe Witneſſes 

againſt cach other in Matters of Importance, when either 


to apply my ſelf. 


. 
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D 
Tun Words before us, tho in general extending to pre- 
0 our being guilty of any opptobtious Language againſt 


the Lives, the Libetties, ot the Properties of theit fellow 


Subjects are concerned ſignifying. in the Hebrew Tongue, 
as the late leatned Dr. Barrow hath. obſcryed &, Thou ſhalt 


not anſwer (being examined ot adjured in Judgment) againſt 
thy Neighbour as a falſe Wine; ; and lead me at this Time 


b * i 
25 


1. Fine r to thoſe, 8 are ſummor d to appear as Evi. 
dences for, or againſt their N cighbours ; and remind 
them what Qualifications they ought to be endued 

with, in order to diſcharge their Duty and Conkcience 


therein. 


II. ee to 0 the peroiclus Effects of 3 
ing falſe Witneſs, both with regard to themſelves and 
others; which may. be conſider d as ſo many prevailing 

M.otives to diſſuade Men from involving themſelves in 
ſio great a Guilt, and rendring themſelves liable to the 
Sentence of Condemnation, in the Day when God ſhall 
— ap we of Man, by * . nelly # to his 


- Goſpel... And 


Ot Sree Expolit. of the ob. comm.. 


LASTLY 


1 r 
LAsrrx, conclude with a brief Reflection, or two, from 
the whole. 


FIRST then, one neceſſary Qualification of thoſe, who 
are ſummoned to appear as Evidences, is; that they have 
ccrtain Knowledge of the Matters of Tas which they are 
called upon to atteſt. 


As it is doubtleſs a great Satisfaction to the Injured and 
Oppreſſed, that in all matters of Wrong and wicked Lewd- 
neſs, the Law is open that they may implead their Oppreſſors; 
ſo likewiſe may the Arraigned eſteem it a very valuable Pri- 
vilege, an Ornament to our Conſtitution, as it was to the 
Roman, in the Apoſtles Time, that they are not delivered to 
dye, before that they which arc accuſed, have the Accuſers 
Face to Face, and have Licenſe to anſwer for themſelves, 
concerning the Crimes laid againſt them; it ſeeming to us 
unreaſonable to ſend the Priſoners, and not withal to ſigni- 
fy, or manifeſt the Crimes laid againſt them. 


"Tas Evidence therefore that is given at theſe ſolemn 
Times, cither for, or againſt our Neighbour, ought to be 
perfectly clear and pure; grounded on a thorough and exact 
Knowledge both of the Matter of Fact it ſelf, and the va- 
rious Circumſtances with which it is attended : Thoſe being, 
frequently and juſtly admitted, either to alleviate or aggra- 
vate the Offence, and by conſequence, to render the Offen. 
der, cither a more moving Object of Mercy, or deſerving 
of a ſeyerer Judgment. 


B | Tauis 


[-10 J 
THis, as it is a regular Method of delivering ug the 
Tranſgreſſors of the Law to Juſtice, or manifeſting, the In- 
nocency of thoſe who may be wrongfully accuſed, ought 
to be diligently and exactly obſerved; none ſhould imagine 
themſelves qualified to appear upon ſo weighty an Affair, 
from any Jealouſies, ot evil Surmiſes they may entertain of 
others, or from Report, which daily delights to blend Truth 
with Falſhood; but only from having a diſtin Knowledge 


of all Things from the beginning, which, they are called 
upon to atteſt before God. and Man. 


B 1 Secondly, as it is abſolutely neceſſary that Evidences 
be well acquainted with the Matter of Fact they appear to, 
give Teſtimony of; ſo likewiſe is it, that their Minds be 
perfectly pure from all Manner of Prejudice or Pattiality; 
otherwiſe their Knowledge will be veiled with Ignarance, 


and the Light that really is in them, be overſpread with. 
Clouds and Darkneſs. | 


IT is no ſmall Inſtance of the Frailty of Humane Naturc 
that we are too apt to view the Actions of Mankind in a 


falſe Light, and permit our Paſſions not only to plead. for, 
or againſt, but likewiſe to paſs a partial Sentence upon 
them; when the Ties of Nature, or ſhall I ſay, the ſtrong- 
er ones of Intereſt, argue in the behalf of any, when Favour. 


for their Opinions, or Affection for their Pexſons, recom- 
mend them to us, how hard to be perfectly free and diſin- 
tereſted? or when from any previous Quarrels or Miſunder- 
ſtandings, an Antipathy is raiſed, how difficult to be wholly 
diveſted of Prejudice and Partiality ? 

| Ir 


8 


[ IT , 

I is caly to obſetve, how ſenſible c Ceſar was of this 
Inconvenience, from the elegant, yea even Chriſtian-like 
Procemium of his Speech, made before the Roman Senate, 
when conſulting what Puniſhment was proper to be inflit- 
ed upon ſome of the principal Conſpirators; the Beauty 
and exactneſs of whoſe Style, will be allow'd, 1 hope, as a 
reaſonable Excuſe, why I may deliver it in its native Pu- 
rity ; % Omnes Homincs, Patres Conſcripti, qui de rebus 
e dubiis conſultant, ab odio, amicitia, ira, atque miſericor- 
% dia vacuos eſſe decet, haud facile animus verum providet, 
e ubi illa officiunt z neque quiſquam omaium lubidini ſi- 
e mul, & uſui paruit. Ubi intenderis Ingenium, valet; i 
* lubido poſſidet, ca dominatur; animus nihil valet *. So 
that theſe Prepoſſeſſions, the Excreſcencies of our Primitive 
Conſtitution, ſhould be wholly removed; the Mind ought 
to be perfectly pure, and the Heart ſincere, whenever Men 
attend theſe ſolemn Returns of Juſtice, to ſpeak cither for, 
or againſt their Neighbour, in Matters affecting either Life 
or Liberty, Right or Property; who doing nothing by Pare 
riality, nor in Honour preferring one another, but —— aſide all 
Malice, and all Guile, and Hypocriſy, and Evil Speaking, ſhould 

deliver * the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 
“Truth; “ neither adding thereto, nor diminiſhing from it; 
as it is contrary to their Duty, 70 hold any Mens Perſons in 

Admiration becauſe of Advantage, to withhold any Evidence 
that may bring proud Oppreſſors, and hawghty Scorners to 
Juſtice; ſo is it likewiſe to blacken the Cauſe of the Poor, 
and expoſe the drooping Intereſt of thoſe that have none 10 
help. For as the Encroachments of ſome are here to be ſup- 


* Bellum Catil, 
B 2 preſs'd, 
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preſs'd, the Grievances of others relicv'd, and the Perſons 
of others to be recompenced according to their Ways, and ac- 


cording to the Fruit of their doings; it ſeems altogether neceſ- 


ſary, in order to perfect ſo great and valuable a Deſign, that 
- all Evidence given in and accepted, be clear and pure, with- 


out Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. 


THE Obſervation of our Bleſſed Saviour, He that loveth 
Father or Mother more than me, is not worthy of me, holds in 
full Force in this Particular; Men ſhould render themſelves 
wholly free and diſcngaged | from the Love of this World, 
ſuperior to the Views of Intereſt, and regardleſs of their par- 
ticular private Advantage, when they attend ſuch important 
Buſineſs; ready to forſake Father and Mother, Houſe and Land, 
rather than knowingly and wilfully appear as falſe Witneſſes 
againſt their Neighbour ; And whoever ſhall be ſo abandon'd 
to all Senfe of Religion, ſuch Babes in Chriſt, as after the 
moſt ſolemn Appeal made to the Almighty, to atteſt the 
Truth of their Words, and the Sincerity of their Hearts; as 
being biaſſed by Hopes, or deterred by Threats, being ſway- 
ed either by preſent Gift, preſent Promiſe, or future Ex- 
pectation, to conceal Part of the Truth, deliver more than 
the Truth, or depoſe what they know to be falſe, do cer- 
rainly riſe up as falſe Witneſſes, and to the utmoſt of their 
Power, endcayour to condemn the Innocent, and clear the 
Guilty. Which leads mc 7 


| SECONDLY, to expoſe the pernicious Effects of bearing 
falſe Witneſs, both with regard to themſelves and others ; 


which may be conſider'd as ſo many prevailing Motives, to 
diſſuade 


[ 23 ] 
diſſuade Men from involying themſelves in ſo great a" Guilt, 
and rendring themſelves liable to the Sentence of Condem- 


nation, in the Day when God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men, 
by Jeſus OF according to his _ 


As Firſt, chicy tranſgreſs that golden Rule, long ſince 
commended even by Heathen Moraliſts, as the Foundation 
of Equity; and afterwards honour'd with our Bleſſed Lord's 
Approbation, as an Abridgement of the Law, and the Pro- 
phets: hai ſoever ye would, that Men ſhould do unto you, even 
ſo do unto them, Which reaſonable and impartial Injunction 
being regularly obſerved, would ſo far influence and direct 
our Practice, as to prevent all Acts of Violence from being 
heard amongſt us, baniſh Waſting and Deſtruction from with- 
in our Borders, and ſuſpend all deceitful Arts againſt each 
other; we are originally formed rational Creatures, and de- 
ſign'd by Providence as Members of Human Society, to aid, 
aſſiſt, and comfort one another; not only to alleviate the 
Miſeries, but likewiſe. to enhance the Bleſſings of Life; and. 
have this golden Rule as it were, imprinted upon our Hearts, 
to caution us againſt oppreſſing or injuring others; to in- 
ſtance only in a Caſe or two; do we approve. of having. 
our juſt Libertics abridged, our Rights and Properties in- 
vaded? if not, why ſhould we deſire to abridge or invade 
thoſe of our Neighbours? Do we think it reaſonable, that. 
our Character ſhould be ſullied, our Reputation aſperſed by. 
thoſe falſe Tongues, that love to ſpeak all Words that may do. 
hurt? if not, why do we ever reproach or deſpitefully ule. 
others? Is it any Pleaſure to us, to he amongſt the Children. 
of Men that are ſet on Fire, whoſe Teeth are Spears and. Ar. 

rOWs, -, 


(14) 
re, aud their Tongue a ſharp Sword ? if "not; let us ſcorn to 


eelipſe the Happincis of any by evil Report, but keep 


our "Tongues from Evil, and our Lips that they ſprak no Guile, 
Would it not prove a ſufficient uneaſineſs to have Sons of 


Belial riſe up againſt us in theſe ſolemn Aſſemblies, ſecking | 

to bereave us either of our Lives or Fortunes, by ling to "yg 
aun Gharge Things that we know not? if fo, let no Prejudice 

nor Partiality excite, no Favour or Affection allure us, ever 


to ſpeak ageing our hui or * our 002 r Son. 


u. ane ag Men ces 0 as falſe Witte: againſt © 
their Neighbour, not only tranſgreſs this facred Rule, but © © 
likewiſe: debaſe themſelves by lying, ſtain their Souls with = 
Wilful Perjury, and thereby expoſe themſelves to the Anger 
and hot re of that Gp" "LIDO Nathe 'they dread 
1 to — 


Tun great — cnjoin'd by u the apifl n putting 


away lying, ſpeak every Man the Truth to his Neighbour, muſt 
be acknowledged an eſſential Duty, fer this Cauſe, as our 


N Zord ſpeaks of himſelf, were we born, and for this 
= -. Cauſe came we into the World, that we ſhould bear Witneſs of 
(| -/ the Truth; our Words ought to diſcover the reality of our 
| Thoughts, if we would act conſiſtent with our Nature, or 
becoming the Profeſſion of thoſe, who are made the Children 
_ of God by Adoption and Grace. Now this Sin of Lying, mean 
and baſe as it is, and of which every Man bluſhes to be ac- 
cuſed, is then committed in the higheſt Degree, when Men 2 
come fully prepared to" ſupport a falſe Accuſation, to deli- 
ver in a falſe Evidence, and under the moſt formal Appear- 
* ance 


LY 


ance of Juſtice, i #6, deceit in their! Tongue, 10 ae their 
Neighbour, and to Janes their ander. ee, 


of 


NETHER, is this the, 4 Stain of their Guize : Be- 


cauſe, at ſuch a Time, they are not only employ d in abuſing 
their fellow. Creatures, but like wiſe call upon the Almighty 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner human Prudence can preſcribe; 
to appear in Juſtification. of their itreligious Conduct; ap- 
peal unthipkingly,.. yea.gprophancly appeal to Him, to whom 
all. Hearts are open, at the ſame: Time that there. is 4 Hye in 
their right Hand; not conſidering, that an Oathy, as it is the 


moſt ſolemn Tie Reaſon. or Religion can propoſe, ought to 


be moſt deliberately taken, and, moſt conſcientiouſly obſerv d; 
an oath for Confirmation, bring intended 10 put an End 10 ali 
Strife, being, the. utmaſt Security Man, can requite, the ut- 
moſt Secutity. Man can give: And accordingly in theſe Well 
regulated Courts of Judicature, Evidences are obliged to give 
this. ſolemn: Aſſurance, that in their Examinations they will 
deliver: the. Fruth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 


« Truth; which being done, how dating is the Preſumption 


of thaſe. Men, who. breaking, thro ſo Religious à Reſtraint;. 
permit themſelves to be. ſMayed either · by Prejudice or Par- 
tiality, to be. biaſſed either by. Favour ox Affection) or ſe- 
duced from theit Integrity; either by) Hopes or Fears 3 not re- 
membring, that thereby. they! invoke the Authon of Truth 
to atteſt their Falſhood, eternal Wiſdom to bead Witneſs to 
their deceitful Follies, the Father of Lights with hn is n 
variableneſa, neither Shadow, of turning, to countenance their 
Works. of Darkneſs, and. challenge infinite Juſtice to execute 
Vengeance upon them; Vengeance which they+huve:\ſufli- 
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cent «Reaſoh to fear, from the mighty Hand, and out- 
ſtretchd Arm of that God, who according to their Deeds, 
accordingly he will repay, Fury to his Adverſaties, Recom- 
pence to his Enemies; having long fince caution'd them a- 
gainſt lw caring by his Name falſiy, and declat'd that he will 
not hold thoſe guiltleſs, that rake hi Nam in vain. Who to 1 
deter Men therefrom, ſays expreſsly in the Words of the 
Text, Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witenſs againſt thy Neighbour 4 
and again, "Exod." 23. Thou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe Report, nor 
put thine Hand with the Wicked" to be an uttrighteous Witneſs ; 
the Method which God himſelf hath order'd to be obſery'd 
with regard to ſuch Men, as delivered in the 19th Chapter 
3 of the Book of Deuteronomy, is this; If a falſe Wimeſs riſe 1 
up againſt any Man to reftify againſt him that which is wrong ; 
| then both tbe Alen berween whom the Controverſy is, ſhall hand 
before the Lord. before the Prieſts, and the Judges which ſhall 
be in thoſe Days; and the Fudges ſball make we: 7g Inquiſition, 
and behold if the Witneſs be a falſe Wimeſs, and hath teſlified 
falſhy againſt his Brother; then ſball 'ye do unto him, as he had 
thought to have done unto his" Brother; ſo ſhalt' thou put the 
Evil: away from amongſt you. The Wiſe Man ſaith, that a falſe 
Witneſs ſball not be unpuniſbed, and he that ſpeaketh Lyes ſhall 
periſb; that 4 proud Look, a lying Tongue, and Hands that ſhed 
innocent Blood, an Heart that deviſeth wicked Imaginations, Feet 
. that be ſwift in running to Miſchief, a falſe Witneſs that ſpeak- 
eth Lyes, and Him that | ſoweth Diſcord amongſt Brethren, are 
5 equally an Abomination unto the Lord. The Prophet Feremy 
in his 92h Chapter lamenting the manifold Sins of the Few. K 
iſb People, ſaith, They bend their Tongues like their Bow for 


„ are not valiant for the Truth upon the Earth; 
uy 
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tuen [Brother will atteriy if upplant, and every, Nelghtour will 
walk with. Slander; 51 their | Tongue is a. an Arrau. ſhot (out, it 
ſpeaketh, Deceit; But then,  ſball I not viſit fon theſe Things, 
ſaith the Lord ? Shall not my Soul be avenged am ſuch a Nation 
as this? that O ye falſe Mitneſſes, where will ye flee to? where 
will ge hide pour ſelves, when the Lord maketh Inquiſition. for 
Bloud ?. For tho you may vainly ſay, we have made a Covenant 
with Death, and with Hell are we at agreement ; when the over- 
flowing , Scourge. ſball paſs thro', it ſball not come unto us; for 
we. haue made, Lyes our Refuge, and under Falſbood have we hid 


aur ſelves.: Tet hear and tremble, for your: Covenant with Death 


ſhall. be diſanulled. and your. Agreement: with Hell ſhall not ſtand; 
when. the: overflowing Scourge ſhall paſs thro', pe ſpall be troden 
deum by. it. And by the Prophet Zechariah, in the 8h Chap- 
ter: the 16th; and 17th, Verſes, it is expreſsly 'ordered,” [peat 
je every Adam the Truth to his Neighbour : ' Execute ibe Fudg- 
ment of Truth, and Peace in your Gates. And let none of you 
imagine | Evil in your. Hearts againſt his Neighbour, and love no 
falſe Oath ;, for all theſe are Things that I hate, ſaith the Lord. 
And by the Prophet Malachi, faith God, I will come near to 


you to Fuagment, and I will be a ſwift Wimeſs againſt the Sor- 


cerers, and againſt the Adulterers, and: againſt falſe Swearers, 
and againſt thoſe, that oppreſs the Hireling in his Wages, the 
Widow, and the Eatherleſs, and that turn aſide the Stranger from 
bis right. And in the Book of the Revelations, we are aſſut'd, 
that all Lyars, and whoſoever loveth and 'maketh a Lye, are 


ſentenced to dell with the Father of Lyes, in that Lake which 
burneth with Brimſtone and Fire; that, as the P/almiſt ſays, 
what Reward. ſball. be given or done wnto Thee, thou falſe Tongue: 
* mighty and ſbarp Arrows with hot burning Cual... 
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Bur Thirdly, „* falſe Witneſs againſt their 
Neighbour, in againſt the Judge himſelf, whom they labour 
to miſlead, and cauſe to paſs a Nan Sentence, When _ 
in the Scat of 1 8 A 
welt e ee eie NT, * NN y ahn \ ws wn 
- Evaiy-juſt and upright Meme, 400 denne whoſe 
—— he hath“ When ſented on "the Throne of Judgment, 
doth doubtleſs endeavour 0 ſcatter away ad Evil with his 
Hyes, and diſcharge that high Truſt, according to the Rules 
of Juſtice and Equity; applying himſelf to every Mans Con- 
ſcience in the Sight of God, in the Words of our Bleſſed 
Saviour 3 I can ef mine oum fel do nur hing: as I hear I udge. 
and my: Fudgmemt ts juſt; becauſe I. ſrel not mine own Will, but 
the Will of the Father which hath: ſent me. He himſelf being 
entirely diſintereſted, is willing tightly: to divide and truly 
to apply the Laws; and in all Matterꝭ tit come before him, 
to judge bet ween one and anothet, and make them know 
the Statutes of God and his Laws; But then, be he never 
o diligent in ſearching out the Cauſe that he knows not, 
(as all Matters of Fact ate ſuppoſed to be admitted, or ſet 
aſide upon the Teſtimony and Evidence of others) it is oe 
ſible, that not only the uty themſelves may be miſled, but 
even he himſelf abuſed, ſhould Witneſſes be ſuborn'd to af- 
firm Things to be true, which they know: to be falſe or 
forhear to scqualut him, with What they'' know to be the 
whole Truth g rhow caſily may the Comptaints of of the Poor 
ed, Necdy, fail of meeting with a timely Redrcſs: How 
caſſly may the Wicked evade the Force of Law? avoid re- 
ceiviog that they have deſerved ? ſhould Men unmindful of 
their ſolemn os — Flu hy Laren Bake, or 
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to ſatisfy the exotbitant: demands of a mallclous, veverigeſ() 
Spirit; raiſe a falſe, Report againſt their Neighbour; and en- 
deavour to pervett the amiable Sentence of impartial . 
and 1 be ahamed. N ITS 

ir Ic woe ze 10 nobi1gg n Hiw woH ww N re 
"01 Bur: this Particular 1 N with lafety diſmiſs; not doubt. 
ing, but that the ſupreme Magiſtrate attending upon this 
important Occaſion, will to the utmoſt of his Power, en - 
deayour to detect and puniſh ſuch daring: Offenders, Who | 
encourage themſelves in Miſchief, and commune amongſt them - | 
ſelves how they may lay Snares, and ſay,” that no Man ſhall ſee 
them; that he may with the greater Eaſe and Chearfulneſs, 
4 keep the ſimple Folk by their right, hop the Children of the | 
_ and * the N Ker. oy . | 

B UT ha ſuch an — We beſ des the 

N Inconveniences already mention'd, muſt be highly injurious 
to the Community in general; not only as it expoſes the | 
Vittuous and Innocent to the Inſults of thoſe that delight | 
in Oppreſſion; not only as it cauſes Fudgment to be far from 
us, and prevents Fuſtice from overtakieg us, but likewiſe as it | 
may juſtly expoſe us to the Divine Diſpleaſure. For if, as 
the Prophet  1/aiah acquaints us in his 59th Chapter, the 
Jewiſh People became Objects of the Almighty's Wrath, 
becauſe their Lips ſpate Lyes, and their Tongue mutter d Perver ſe- 
neſs; if when they tranſgreſſed and lyed againſt him, ſpeaking 
Oppreſſiow and Revolt, conceiving and uttering from the Heart 
Words of Faiſhood, the Lord ſaw it and it diſpleaſed Him; 
have not we great Reaſon to apprehend, that if we indulge 
our ſelves in the ſame Sins, we ſhall be involv'd in the ſame 
C 2 Condem- 


2 

Condemnation? If. becauſe of ſwearing the Land mourneth, 
how heavy muſt be the Sentence ready to be denounced 
againſt it, when Men will . dare to ſell themſelves to work 
Wickeaneſs, and bend” their Bow: 10 ſhoot out their Arrows, even 
bitter Words ? How will he pardon us for this? how ſhall his 
Anger be turned amy when a ffuitful Land is oftimes made 
barren, for the Wickedneſs of them that duell therein. Theſe 
ſeem to be Inconveniencics naturally enſuing, from Mens 
appearing as falſe Witneſſes againſt each other; which if re- 
flected on with calm, and mature Conſideration, might tend 
not only to prevent their acting ſo baſe a Part themſelves, 
but likewiſe from endeavouring by Threats or by Promiſe, 
by Gifts ot Rewards, to terrify or allure others to raiſe a 18 
falſe Report, to do Evil to their Neighbours, or flander their 
Neighbours ; thereby making the Commands of God of none Ef- 
feat, thereby cauſing Thorns. and Briers to come upon our 
Land, yea, upon all the Houſes ef Foy, in the! joyous city; 
thereby expoſing them ſelves to the Juſtice'of a jealous God, 
who will one Day exert his Divine Authority, and pay them 
that they have deſerved for ſball they eſcape for their Wicked 
per vo, * 0 Ga in 2 Diſpleaſure ſbalt ru them down, 


:T 0 s which, it benommen Duty in our reſpective 
Stavidhia: to reclaim ſuch preſuming Men, and ſuppreſs ſuch 
pernicious Practices; that we who live under ſo well poifed 
a Conſtitution, entitled to the Benefit of fo excellent a Sy- 
ſtem of Laws, bleſſed with Judges as at rhe firſt, and Cour- 

ſetlors as at the beginning, may not prove the underminers of - 
our own Happineſs," or permit any Complainrs of this Nature * 
to remain in our Sreet. Could we but — 
this 
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this ſo great and laudable a Work, and put to Silencer rhe E- 


norance of ſuch fooliſh and wicked Men; with what an unſpeak- 


able Satisfaction, ſhould we perceive from theſe Fountains 
of Juſtice, A run down like "_— and Hi bg 
AS 4 mighty Stream. Mis 

Bur then, what Method is moſt proper to promote ſo 
valuable a Revolution, to introduce ſo bleſſed and happy a 
State? How ſhall we treat ſuch ungenerous Men, in order 
to make them ſenſible of their Misbehaviour, and bring them 
to a better Mind ? Shall we place Accuſation againſt Accu- 
ſation? return Malice for Malice? or call down Fire from 
Heaven to conſume them? No, we have not ſo learned Chriſt ; 
let us rather ſhew them out of a good Converſation, the many 
Inconveniencies they bring upon. themſelves, as well as the 
Community in general, by ſuch unchriſtian Treatment; 
How odious their Practice, how great their Sin, how con— 
temptible their Perſons; how much they defcat the kind 
Deſign of Providence, in bleſſing them with the peculiar 
Privilge of Specch, in opening their Lips, that their Mouth 
might ſhew forth his Praiſe; when they permit them to be 
ſlained with falſe Accuſations, to defile the whole Body, and 
ſet on fire the Courſe of Nature; how greatly they enhance 
their Accounts at the laſt, and. moſt folemn Allize, when 
they will be call'd upon to anſwer for every val. Word;. when 
by their Words they ſhall be juſtified, and & their Words they 
ſhall * condemned. | | 


— 


.\QR 8 it any ſhall. yet remain ſo unm'niful of 
the Publick Good, or ſa inſenſible of their future unhappy. 
Portion, 


1221 


Portion, that they neither fear God, nor regard Man; let us, 


my Btethren, blaſt their pernicious Deſigns, by uniting to- 
gether in the firmeſt Bonds of Unity and Love F it be poſ- 
ſible, as much as lieth in us, let us live peaceably-with-all Alen; 
not entring into any malicious Proſecutions againſt each o- 
ther, not adding to the Magiſtrate's Care and Trouble, un- 
leſs when the Security of our Rights, or the Determination 
of out Properties call upon us for the ſame; and then in 
ſo amicable and peaceful a Method, ſo candid and impar- 
tial a Manner, that we may take away all occaſion, from thoſe 
who deſire occaſion, to exert fo unbecoming a2 Talent; and 
permit the Law to appear in its native Beauty, and manifeſt 
its intrinſick Worth by being uſed lawfully; that the Lord 


being well pleaſed for his Righteouſneſs Sake, may magnify 
the Law and make it honourable. 


WovuLD we but keep in Mind the frft and great Com. 
mmanament, which is to love the Lord our God with all our Heart, 
with all our Soul, and with all our Strength; and the Second 
which is like unto it, namely, to love our Neighbour as our ſelves 
would we but put on (as the Elec of God, holy and beloved) 
Bowels of Mercy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſ*, long 
Suffering ; forbearing one another, forgiving one another, if we 
have a Quarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave us; we ſhould 
not only ſhew the gracious Influence that the Chriſtian In- 
ſtitution hath over us; not only give a Check to Confuſion 
and every evil Work; but likewiſe with Pleaſure behold 24er- 
cy and Truth meet together, Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſ5 each 
other; we ſhould not only experience how good awd joyful a 
Thing it is, for Brethren to awell — in unity; but alſo 

cauſe 


—— 
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cauſe Nations round us, when they hear of out prudent ang 


amicable Behaviour, to ſay; ſurely this great Nation is 4 wiſe 
and inen ys 


4 OS great . truly Chtiſtian Work can be ac- 
compliſhed, till theſe Halcyonian Days ſhall ſmile upon us; 
let us, (as the ſureſt Redreſs for all our Grievances) humbly 
ask, that this our Land may always be bleſſed with able 


Men, ſuch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating Covetowſneſs ; 


who duly ſenſible of the honourable Character they ſuſtain, 


the great Truſt committed eo their Charge, and the ſolemn 


Account which will one Day be required of them, may be 
the Miniſters of God 10 us for good; who remembring that the 


Judgment is God's, will not regard the Rich more than the 
Poor, but do Fuſtice, love Mercy, and walk humbly with their 
God; that when the Ear hears them, it may bleſs them; and 


when the! Eye ſees them, it may give Witneſs to them. 


AND for a Teſtimony of our Gratitude, for the many 
Bleſſings we at preſent enjoy, under the peaceful Reign of 
out moſt gracious Sovereign, and thoſe who act in Authority 
under him; let us unanimouſly join in giving God Thanks 
for ever; and always be ſhewing forth his Nele, ru 6 ny” 


tion to Generation. Amen. 


* 7 - 
9 - * * 
— 
- - - - 
* C p—_— 
* — . vs 
« 0 L . * 


a 


200 


KS 1 h rinte AI. Ma RN RN, 
Ave Senn u TH IL (61 QI Auoinnii5 tt. 9:dc2mmms 

Dr. Nichard 2 arren's. Anſcher to the Plain 
Account of "the Nature and End 1 the "Sacrament 


1 
8989 


de 
W s Sig ere: in — l arts. Price 46. ,....., 
c (16 793146 L&I 2219! "IC q! 
ou A Summa ary © = of Natufal a. an Ke Relig ion : : 
-ontainir 18 a or bf the, Be this and a bf 


” 


A+. 


| an A e ee he Laws of 
Nature ature. Pr. Send edo baia Auth 8015 


7 


Hi ie anno 


A Letter 83 me) FN an exact Confor- 
mich between Fopery: and Da Pr. 18. 6d. 

ICY vor r W K 108 % 
3 A Diſſertation on the Ori; win Proaties in En- 
gland. Pr. 15. Theſe two by Conyers Middleton: 
Doctor of. Divinity e Line of the Wat. 


: 4* 12441 


F. K 


verfity © f Contricke. RT 6 OHA... 
1 nom | Fs 192529 S113 | 1121914 2 1 KP 
An aa ee of 2 Eachard's 8 PAR 


My 


count of tlie Marriage Treaty, between King 


"Cha#tes II. and the Infanta of Pbrtugat.” By Dr L Dr. 


Colevarth. Pr. 25. 


Dr. Kerricbs -Commencement - Sermon before 


the Univerſaty of Ca NN Age, Fs © Ye Morning, June 
29. 2735. Pr. 6d. 10 


W 


EL 
BOOKS lately Printe for W. THURLBOURN, 


Dr. Richard WW, arrens Anſwer” to the Plan 
Account of the Mature and End of the Sacrament 
of t the Lord S Supper. In 3 Parts. Price 4 45S. 


A Summary of Natural and Revealed Religion ; 
containing a Proof of the Being and Attributes of 
God, and a particular Deduction of the Laws of 
³³ . WA - , 


A Letter from Rome, ſhewing an exact Confor pe 
mity between Popery and Paganiſm. Pr. 1s. 6a. 


A Diſſertation on the Origin of Printing in Er 
gland. Pr. 16. Theſe two by Conyers Middletor: 
Doctor of Divinity, Principal Librarian of the Uni- 
verſity of Cambridge. 


An Examination of Arch- Deacon Eachard's Ac- 
count of the Marriage - Treaty, between King 
Charles II. and the Infanta of Portugal. By Dr. 
Colebatch. Pr. 25. 


Dr. Kerrich's Commencement - Sermon before 
the Univerſity of Cambrid ge, in che Morning, June 
29. 1735. Pr. 6. 66 4 


2 


